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men and women who will be unwilling to spin for the sake of the
Congress and the country. The word "unwilling" has found place
in the franchise for the sake of meeting the difficulties of those who
are old Congressmen and whom I would not like to leave the
Congress, even if they were willing to do so. But I shall hope that
unwillingness will not be encouraged. Mere production of hand-
spun yarn will not make the idle and the starving work. It is the
atmosphere of manual work, and that too consisting of hand-spin-
ning, that is required to make the millions retake to the wheel.
And that atmosphere can best be produced by all Congressmen
regarding it as an honour for themselves personally to spin.

Toung India, I-I-I925

404.   NOTES

Two PROMISES
Here is one promise made by a Tamil delegate:

I promise to introduce ten thousand charkhas in the city of Madura

before 30th April 1926.

Tours ever devoted,
L. K. TULSIRAM

The note containing the promise was passed to me by Sjt,
Tulsiram at a meeting of the Tamil delegates. The introduction oi
ten thousand charkhas means, of course, as many members. If the
city of Madura can give ten thousand members, how many should
the whole of the Tamilnad?

Another promise still more important is made by Maulana
Zafar Ali Khan. He has solemnly promised that he will have got
twenty-five thousand Mussalman spinners as members by the end
of my term of office. The Maulana will deserve the highest con-
gratulations, if he succeeds. Not that twenty-five thousand Mussal-
man members from the Punjab is by any means a large number, if
the thing catches. But, when so many are prognosticating a cata-
strophe, for the Maulana to make the solemn promise is in my
opinion a wonderful thing. I have told the Maulana that, if he
breaks the promise, I shall have to fast against him. He retorted
by saying he did not want me to commit suicide and that he would
not have made the promise, if he had not meant it or its fulfilment
^impossible. I invite such promises from every province. But
them in a fit of enthusiasm. Merc promises
there is not an unalterable resolution behind them*

